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World AIDS Day
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DID YOU KNOW?

AIDS20186, the 215t International AIDS Conference, took place in Durban, South
Africa, in July this year, with as its theme Access Equity Rights — Now. The
declaration that was adopted during the conference, known as the Second Durban
Declaration, includes a call to amplify research for a vaccine and a cure: According to
the declaration, “preventive vaccine strategies and sustained HIV remission while off
ART remain paramount to achieving definitive and economically-sustainable
epidemic control. The recent progress in vaccine development and HIV cure
research should be accelerated, driven by the necessary resources and motivation to
consign AIDS to history.”

During the conference, UNAIDS released a new publication The Prevention Gap,
which warns that after significant reductions, declines in new HIV infections among
adults have stalled and are rising in some regions. As a means to closing the gap,
UNAIDS Director Michelle Sidibe comments: “Science, innovation and research have

provided new and effective HIV prevention options, rapid diagnostics and improved
treatment for HIV. Investing in innovation is the only way to secure the next big
breakthrough—a cure or a vaccine.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON

RNA vaccines: improving vaccine regimens is one of EHVA's research pillars, and
developing an RNA delivery platform a key focus within this. RNA-based vaccines
could herald an important innovation for HIV vaccines. Not only could vaccine
candidates using this delivery system be produced faster and cheaper, they also
have important biological advantages over DNA-based vaccines, including that they
are thermostable. The EHVA programme has just initiated a head-to-head
comparative study in non-human primates, evaluating two types of RNA-based
vectors vs DNA-based vaccines. The hypothesis that EHVA will test is that RNA-
based vaccines are at least as good or better at priming strong immune responses
compared with DNA-based vaccines. The outcome of this study will provide the
supportive data for the go/no-go decision on moving the best-in-class RNA based
vaccine to clinical development. Leading the RNA platform development at EHVA is
professor Peter Liljestrom at the Karolinksa Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. “RNA
vaccines when administered mimic an infection by an RNA virus, activating both the
innate and adaptive arms of the immune system,” says Dr. Peter Liljestrom. “The
RNA delivery platform, therefore, can elicit robust and durable immune responses

which will be crucial in the development of an efficacious vaccine against HIV
infection.”
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
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Swiss Confederation

Federal Department of Economic Affairs,
Education and Research EAER

State Secretariat for Education,

Research and Innovation SERI

This project has received funding from the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and
innovation programme under grant agreement

No. 681032.

This project has received funding from the Swiss
government (through the State Secretariat for
Education, Research and Innovation, SERI)
under grant agreement No. 15.0337. The
opinions expressed and arguments employed
herein do not necessarily reflect the official views
of the Swiss Government.
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